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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 


Display conditions: 

Not Applicable. 


Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The video recording depicts techniques involving the infliction of extreme violence. 
Detailed information relating to human physiology, instructional narrative and 
demonstrations illustrate how to penetrate an opponent’s body and vital organs with a 
knife, causing severe injury and death. The submission indicates that this recording 
was sent to Mr Todd to evaluate and potentially use in relation to training members of 
the New Zealand Defence Force. It is recognised that such training is required by 
selected units. However, assistance sought under s.21 of the Films, Videos, and 
Publications Classification Act 1993 indicates that the New Zealand Defence Force 
considers that such material should not be available to private individuals and possibly 
the general public. The New Zealand Police Force expressed concern in relation to an 
increasing trend of knife offences. In addition, they considered that the recording 
depicted a level of violence injurious to the public good. 

In consideration of Section 14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, it is 
recognised that the importer of this tape has the right to seek, receive, and impart this 
information. However, such rights may be subject only to such reasonable limits 
prescribed by law as can be demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. 
Given the nature of the material as discussed under s.3 of the Act, and information 
gained from other assistance, it is considered that the availability of the recording is 
likely to be injurious to the public good. The recording is classified as objectionable. 
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